ConcERNING 


THE LATE 
COVENANT: ; 


ſome Reverend Brethren, who came thither to re- 


commend the late Covenant to them, and to 
thoſe who are committed to their charge. 


Tocsrunn Wirn 
The Ans wens of thoſe Reverend Brethren 
vet to the ſaid DR MAN DS. 


7 „ Aa: 
The Rrrrrss of the foreſaid Miniſters and 
Profeſſors to their Ax swns. 


Propounded by the Miniſters and Pro- 
feſſors of Divinitie in Aberdene, to 


1 PET. 3. 15.16. 


Sandlifte the Lord God in your hearts, and be ready alwaies to give | 
an anſwer to every man that asketh you a reaſon of the hope that is 


in you, with meekneſſe and fear: 


Having a good conſcience, that whereas they ſpeak evil of you, as of evil 
doers, De may be aſhamed that falſly accuſe your good converſa- 


tion in Chriſt. 
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GENERALL DEMAND 
CONCERNING THE LATE 
COVENANT: 


Together with Anſwers to them, 
and Replies to thoſe Anſwers. 


* ** 


Tux FST DEMAND. 


Reverend Brethren can ſute of us, or of 
our people , /ub/cription to this late Cove» 


by the Lords: Councel,nor by-any; Nati» 


d KR ona'l Synad of tis Kingdom e, nor by anꝝ 
Judicator ie eſtabliſhed in it? And, How they canenforce 


upon us, or upon our people, who are no wayes ſubjeck 
unto them, their interpretation of the articles of the new 


gative confeſſion ? In reſpect whereof, as alſo in reſpect of 


that band of mutuall defence againſt all perſons whatſoever, 
this /ate Covenant is ſubſtantially different from that 


 Amoi580,and'1581, 
| I ANSWER, 
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=; Y- what power, or warrant , theſe 'our 


vant ;. not 22 by his Majeſtie, or 


which was ſublcribed by the King and his ſubjects ,. 
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to the Kings Majeſtie , o to any law 


winiftration of Juſtice. 


(Pao, ) 
ANSWER. 
7E are not come hither to uſurpe the anthoritie of 
\ any evvill or ſpirituall judicatorie , or to enforce 
4 our reverend Brethren, and the people committed to 
their charge, the ſubſcription of the late Covenant, or the 


: interpretation of the Articles of that Confeſſion which is 


called negative, or whatſoever elſe of that linde : but ar 


ſent to repreſent unto them, in all humilitie, the preſent caſe 


and condition of this kirk and kingdome ; © ying for help at 
their hands alſo: and, in brotherly love, to exhort and in- 
treat, that they will be pleaſed to contribute their beſt ende- 
vours, for extinguiſhing the common combuſtion, which by 
Joyning with Ae the whole Kirk and kingdome in the late 
ovenant, we truſt they may lan fully do, without prejudice 
fa judicatorie, or to that 


4 
4 
Confeſs ion of faith above mentioned : Since the ſound inter- 
pretation and 


religion, aud the Kings Majeſties perſon , and authoritie , a- 
gainſt all perſons whatſoever, is joyned, at firſt, with the 
Confeſſion of faith. Like as his Majeſties "Commiſſioner 


objecting, That aur Covenant was ſuſpect to be an unlawfull 


combination againſt eAnuthoritie, and to be the main hinde- 


rance of obtaining our deſires , hath accepted, and was well 
pleaſed with our Declaration; bearing, That we have ſolemn. 


9 ſworn, to the uttermoſt of our power, with our means and 


ves, to ſtand to the defence of the Kings majeſtic, as of Gods 
Vicegerent, ſet over ws , for the maintenance of Religion,aud 


lication thereof, to the errours of our times , 
can make no ſubſtantiall change , aud the band of mutual! 
defence, wherein wee oblige our ſelves , To defend the true 
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ReprLry. as "iu 


VV. have, Reverend Brethren, ſufficiently conſider ed 


and examined your anſwers to our Nemands, by 
which we expected full ſatis faction to all our ſeruples and 
doubts concerning the late Cot enant: But truly, in mo- 
deſty and brotherly love, we tell you, that your auſwers 


| (whatſoever you think of them your ſelves) have not given 


us that ſatisfaction which we expected. We know that 
ſome who raſhly condemne every thing which is ſaid or 
written contrarie to the cauſe which they maintain, will 


boldly ſay of us, that we have cloſed our go againſt a clear 


and ingyring light: But firſt, we ſay with Jos, Our wit. 
ne ſſe 15 in heaven , and our record is on high. That Lord who 
only ſeeth the ſecrets of hearts, knoweth, that we love his 
truth, and are ready ſo ſoon as it ſhall be ſhown unto us, to 
embrace and profeſſe it before the world. Next, we appeal 
to the conſciences of all impartiall readers, who ſhall 0 
occaſion to weigh and conſider maturely the weight of our. 


arguments, and of theſe anſwers which it hath plegied 708 . 


to give us: wiſhing them, yea, moſt humbly and earneſtly 
intreating them, to judge both of your writings and ours, 
without prejudice, or any partiall reſpe&. Yea, we arecons, 
fident, that ye alſo, of whoſe love to the truth of Go p we 
are perſwaded, will after better adviſement, and more ma- 
ture conſideration of the matters debated, acknowledge 


that we are not againſt the truth, bur for it. The Lord - 


pen your eyes, that you may clearly ſee that truth for 
which we ſtand, 


| VV. objected to you, Reverend Brethren, that you had 


not a calling to ffrge us to the ſubſcription of the 
late Covenant, from any acknowledged authority, or law- 
full Judicatorie eſtabliſhed in this Church or Kingdome: to 
which objeRion ye anſwer not here particularly, as we ex- 


pected. 
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us, and our people, in all humility, to joyn with you; How 
is it, that without our conſent, and againſt our will, not ha- 
ving lawfull authority, which you ſeem here not to acclaime 
to your ſelves, you have publickly preached to our people, 
within our Congregation? which is a thing repugnant to 
thoſe places of Scripture, in the which the Spirit of God 
recommendeth to Elders, or Paſtors, the care of thoſe flocks, 
over which the holy Ghoſt hath made them over-ſcers, Acts 
20,28, 1. Pet. 5. 2. as alſo telleth us, That the Paſtors whom 
the flock muſt kxow, and to whom they muſt /ubmit them 


 ſelver, do watch over the ſouls of that flock, and muſt give ac- 


count for them, 1. ITheſſal. 5.12. Hebr. 13. 17. It is alſo 
contrarie to the laws of the Chriſtian Church in all ages, 
For by the ancient Canons, Paſtors are commanded to con- 
taine themſelves within the limits of their own charge; 
and not to preſume to exerciſe Paſtorall office in another Pa- 
ſtors Dioceſſe, or Pa rioch, without leave: As alſo, they for- 
bid Paſtors to receive to divine ſervice any man of another 


 Karioch, that comcth in contempt of his own Paſtor, Con- 


cil. Nicen, I. Oecum. 1. Can. 16 Concil, 2.0 ecum. Conſt an- 


' Finop. Can. 2. Concil. Carthag. 2. Can. 1 1. Concil. Carthag. 


3. Can. 20. Concil, Chalced. Oecum. 4. Can. 13, Concil. 
Wicen. 2. Can, 10. Concil. Tribur, Can. 28. Concil, Nan. 
net. Cab. 1. & 2. 1 2. We did not without reaſon ſay, That 
you, and others of your confederation, enforce your inter- 

retation of the Negative confeſſion upon others; ſeeing we 
3 ſome Paſtors and Prelates are forced to flee to for- 
ra gue countreys, for fear of their lives, becauſe they have 
refuſed the faid interpretation; and thoſe who have ſtayed 


in the countrey, dare ſcarcely appear in the high wayes , or 


{treets ; and are threatned, That their ſtipends ſhall not 
be payed unto them , untill nas ſubſer ibe your Covenant. 
3. Whereas you do in brotherly love exhort, and entreat 
us to contribute our beſt endeavours, for extinguiſh ing 
the common combuſtion ; we praiſing God for your pious 
zcal , and for the lovingneſſe and modeſty of your ſpeeches, 

Ek ( wherein 


Pay) TY 
pected. And whereas you ſay, That you are come taexhort 
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— dence with you; that both we and you may ſhow our- J 
= ſelves to have learned of Chriſt , Mee ineſſe, and lomlineſſe | 
56 of heart) we moſt willingly promiſe to do ſo, by all means 
Na which our conſciences will permit us to uſe; as alſo to joyn 
ts our moſt humble and hearty prayers with yours, That it 
od NY nay pleaſe God in this dangerous exigent, To 22 in 
is, Ceed pleaſure to our Sion , and to build up the walls of our 


eruſalem. « 4. We may juſtly ſay, That this nem Covenant 


5 is ſubſtantially different from the d, which was made An- 
m. % 1581. in 8 it not only containeth that old covenant, Wc 
or confeſſion, which was allowed by two generall aſſemblier, * 


16 but allo your inrerpretation of it, which, as yet, hath no 
os ſuch authority, or approbation. 5. No band of mutu- 
n. all defence, againſt all perſons whatſoever, is expreſſed in the 
ge Covenant made 1581, And although it were, yet the caſe 
Da, is very unlike : For ſubjects may make ſuch a Covenant of 
or. mutuall defence b y armes, with the conſentof the King, who 
her only under God, hath the power of armes, or of the ſword, 
oy in tnis kingdome. But they who made this late Covenant, 
, had not his conſent, as that former or o Covenant had: 
. which is a thing ſo evident, that no man can call it in que- 
* tion. « 6. As for that which you affirm here, That my Lord 
Commiſſioner his Grace was well ſatis fied with your de- 


; 
bar claration ; it becometh not us to pry narrowly into his 
ter- races doings : but truly we bave more than rea on to 

we ; moſt narrowly into the words ofa Covenant , which is of- 
for. fered unto us, to be ſworn, and ſubſcribed , leſt we abuſe, 


ave and prophane the ſacred name of God, and tye our ſelves 
to the Tonk of any be which is diſpleafing unto him. 
Laſt of all; whereas ye deſire us to joyn our ſelves to you, 
and to the reſt of your confederacie, who are (as you af- 
firm) almoſt the whole Church and K in gdome: Truly we can- 
not but reverence ſuch a multitude of our reverend bre- 
thren, and dear countrey-men, and are ready to be folow- 
ers of them, in ſo far as they are followers of Chriſt : But nei- 
ther can we do any thing againſt the truth , neither 25 we 
| Oe attr wute 
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attribute ſo much authoritie to their multitude; as other- 
| wile we would, in oo there hath been ſo much deali 
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force of atmes, made amongſt ſubjects of any degree, up- 


chree Eſtates of this Kingdome, in the parliament holden 


bands of Manrent, as the att in Qucen Mar ies time, to which 


generall; or ſuch Covenants in Sþeciall as are made with God, 


peace, and to prevent trouble: which by all probability had been 


— — — 


(Pao. 6.) 


for ſubſcriptions in all quarters of this Kingdoine , and fc 
many have been threatned , to give their conſent , as we 
are moſt credibly informed, >= 


, _ 


— 


Tac II. Demany. 


XX Hether or no we ought to ſubſcribe the foreſaid 
V V covenant, leeing all covenants of mutuall defence, by 


_— 


on whatſoever colour or pretence, without the Kings Ma- 
jeſtie or his Sucoeſſours privitie and conſent, are expreſly 
forbidden by King JAMES of bleſſed memorie, and the 


at Linlichgow, Anno. 1585? 


* 
- 


ANSWER. 


| He alt of Parliament forbiddeth in the firſt part, leagues 
7 er bands of maintenance privily made, ſuch as are called | 


it hath relation, doth bear. And in the ſecond part, only ſnch, 
A tend to the publick diſturbance of the peace of the Realme, 

by moving ſedition. But no att of Parliament doth diſcharge, 
nor can any juſt law forbid, Conventions , or Covenants in the 


and amongſt our ſelves ; not for any mans particular, but for 
- the common benefit of all; not to move ſedition, but to preſerve 


ro many, before this time, too ſinſible, if this courſe had not 

been taken, Conventions and Covenants ( in the jud gement © 

of Juriſconſults / are to be eſteemed and judged of, according 
= 


F2 


| Realme : or, which is all one, are appointed to be eftce= * 
med ſo. And therefore, we cannot ſee how any bands of 
that kinde can be excepted, as it they were not ſeditious. 


| as they import mutuall defence, againſt all perſons whatſo-. 


vided members, but as one conſolidate lump. |" 


RE PLY. 


N that ſecond part of that act of Parliament, holden at 
Linlithgow , Anno 1 5 85.are forbidden, Al lea Wes, or 


bands of mutuall defence, which are made without the pri- 


vitie and conſent of the King, under the pain to be holden and 


execute 4s movers of ſedition and unquietneſſe , &. Where= 
fore; we can no wayes think, that any bands or leagues 


F mutuall defence 5 by force of armes 7 Are there permitted, 


( that is.not forbidden) ſeeing firſt the words of the act are 
0 * for in it are diſcharged Al bands made dmongiſt 
jects of any degree, upon any colour whatſoever , without 
his Highneſſe, or Tis Succeſſours privitie and conſent had and 
obtained thereunto. Next, all ſuch bands are declared to 
ſeditions , and pertiftbative of the publick peace of t 


+3 
A. 


2. We doubt not, but the /ate Covenant, being conſidered, 
according to the main intention of thoſe pious and gene- 
rous Gentlemen, Barons, and others our dear countrey- 
men, who made it, eſpecially our reverend brethren of the 
holy miniſtery , is a Covenant made with God, and 
proceeding from a zealous reſpe& to Gods glory and 
to the preſervation of the puritie of the Golpel in this 
Church and Kingdome: But we cannot finde à Warrant 
in our conſciences, to grant, That ſuch Cevenants, in ſo far 


ever , none being excepted, no, not the Kings Cas itfecme, 
eth ugto us, by the words of your Cavenant;but far by; 


W"; & 1 | 7 


ſtirre at once: not any more 4s di- 


10 
to be 
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Secondly , That this errour did pre 
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the words of your ler- Proteſtation, the a8 of une j where- 
in you promiſe u defence, againſt all external or in- 
rernail invaſion, menaced in his Majeſties laſt Prociamation) 
ate not forbidden by any band, nor juſtly yet can be forbid- 
den. For firſt, e have alreadie ſhown, That they are for- 
bidden in the foreſaid act of Parliament, Anno 15 85. 2. No 
warfare ; and conſequently, no covenant , importing war- 
fare, is lawfull, without juſt Authoritic; which, we are per- 
ſwaded , is only in the ſupreme Magiſtrate, and in thoſe 
who have power and imployment from him, to take armes: 
yea, ſo fatre as we know, all moderate men, who duely 


telpect Authority, will fay, That it is Id in all Xiugdomes, 


and e ee » called: (of which nature is this 
His Majeſties moſt ancient Kingdome ; ) And, that it is a- 

together unlawfull to ſubjects in ſuch Kingdomes, to take 
armes againſt their Prince. For which cauſe, that famous 
and mat learned Doctour Riverw, in a late Treari/+ called 


Peſnita vapnlans ſpeaking of the judgement of-Buchanan,and 
ders ode 1 That Subjects might take armes againſt 


their Prince, in extraordinary caſes, and extreme dangers, 
of the Religion, and Common-wealth , profeſſeth firſt, 
That h-,and all other Proteftants,condemne ſuch doctrine. 
I from a miſtaking - 


ofthe government of the Scors e. as it it were 
not truely and properly lonarobical. Thirdly , That the 


raſhnefſe of thofe writers, is to be aſcribed partly to the 
hard and perilous times of perſecution, wherein they lived, 


and partly, Srotorm prefervido ingenio , &ꝙ ad nudendum 
romeo. Ko he writeth in the 1 3. Chap. of the ſaid book, 


Pag. 274. and 275. anſwering to the Recrimination of a 
Fee, who had affirmed, That Buchanan, Nnox, and Good. 
un, had written as boldly for the rebellion of Subjects 

inſt Princes, as any of their order at any time had done. 
thing much to be noted by us at this time, leſt we any 


more giye that advantage to 7eſwsrs , to make Apologie for 
theirrebellious doctrines and practiſes. 3. Not only ma- 
king of Covenary , but alſo all other actions, are to be 


eſteemed 


ter « 

8 be juſtly forbidden „ by 2 

and conſequently be unlawfull in it elf; the the 
neſſe of the end, or project, cannot make 

or Covenant , to be good , or lawfull. 


1 


* * ny * * 


F it be alledged, That in extreme &a moſt CORO 
1 caſes, ſuch acts of Parliament may be contraveened; 
| tar, W hether there be now ſuch extreme caſe, Geing 
— have his Majeſtie, in his former Proclamations, ow 
, proteſting , declaring, and in this laſt Proclamation 
king God to witneſſe, that he never intended any in- 
novation of Religion; and alſo ſeeing he hath removed al- 
readie all that which made men fear novations to Wit, 
Service book, book of Canons, and the eyes. = 
nie of the er Commiſſion. 


T ; "+ 


Nen 


F the removing of the Service book, book of Canons, aud 
15 limitation of the vaſt. power 0 of the high Commiſſion, 
containing ſo much ſuperſtition , a neon of Prelates , be 4 
benefit to this Kirk and in gdome, . ou 5 under Cod, to 
Jl a/crebe the ſame to the praceable meetings, humble ſupplicati- 


ous A religious covena 
given 2 to his Maj and have 1 wred from his 
great favour, as i thankfully acknow- 


juſtice and pooane (ſe / 
Flt ha tion: which doth alſo 2 re 4 


man 7 parrienlars „herein * late Pr 


72 of the ſubjets ; which haus 


N 
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the foreſaid Proclamation and to rend the (1 whſcribed Miſive, 
which was to be ſent therewith to bis Ma jeſtis We are con- 
dent, that the Dec ara tion » herewith his Majeſties Com- 
miſſioner was ſo well pleaſed , will alſo give ſatisfattion to our 
reverend brethren; and that they will not think it convenient + 
for them to give further approbation to the Proclamation, . 

than the Conncel hath done, although all of us ought , with 
thankfulneſſe , to ackpowledge his Majeſties benignitie. 


R EPI. 


N 7E will not here diſpute what hath been the maine 
V or principall cauſe moving his ſacred Majeſty to 
diſcharge the Service book,and other things which occaſio- 
ned the preſent perturbation of our Church ; nor yet whe- 
ther or not his Majeſties proclamation may give full ſatis- 
fation to all the fears and doubts of his ſubjects. For our 
ſelves, we profeſſe, that upon his Majeſties declaration, and 
gracious promiſe contained in his Majeſties laſt proclamati- 
on, we beleeve, firſt, That his Majeſty never intended inno« 
vation in religion: Secondly, That he will maintain the true 
Proteſtant religion, all the dayes of his life : which we pray 
God to continue long, Thirdly, That all acts made in favours 
of the Service book, &c. are diſcharged. Fourthiy, That he 


will never urge the receiving of the Service book , Book of 


Canons, &c. nor any other thing of that nature, but by ſuch a 
fair and legall way, as ſhall ſatisfie all his ſubjetts. And thence 
we do collect, that which we affirmed before, to wit, That 


occaſion to ſubjects to make ſuch a band, as is dire 
bidden by the foreſaid act of parliament, and to contraveen 
it inſuch a manner, as may ſeem to import a reſiſting of Au- 
thority by force of armes. 

1 THE 


there is no ſuch extraordinary or extreme caſe, as night give 
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Tax IIII. Demano. 


A 


(OO Oneermingthar interpretation ofche negative confeſi= 


on, which is urged upon us , and wherein the article 
of Pearth, and Epiſcopacie, are declared to be abjured, as 
well as all the points of Poperie, which are therein expreſly 


PR 


ters of that confeſſion ? that is, Whether all the ſubſcribers, 
or only thoſe Miniſters conveened in Edinburgh, in the end 
of February, who ſet it down ? If all the ſubſcribers; then 
What reaſon have we to receive an interpretation of that 
confeſſion from laicks , ignorant people, and children? If 
only thoſe Miniſters conveened then in Edinburgh; then 


ſeeing no man ſhould take an honour to himſelf, but he who 


is called of God, as Aaron, Heb, 5. 4. what power and au- 


thority had they over their brethren, to give out a judici- 
all interpretation of theſe articles of faith, and to inforce 


their interpretation of theſe articles upon them: 


He ſubſcribers are here miſ-interpretedin two points,very 
4 material : One ts, That they preſume upon power , or au- 
thority, i hich they have to give out a judiciall interpretation of 
the articles of the conteſſion, and to enforce —— upon o- 
thers : whereas they only intended to make known their own 
meaning, according to 5 minde of our Reformers; and in cha- 
rity to propound and recommend the ſame to others, who might 
be made willing to embrace it: Although it be true alſo , that 
very great ers of Miniſters were conveened, and teſtified 
their conſent at that time: And although the private judgement 
of thoſe who are called laicks, ought not to be miſ-regaraed. For 
it is confeſſed, That an interpretation, which is private tat ione 
8 2 : B 3 | | perſonæ, 


and diſtinctly mentioned; Qusritur, Who are the interpre- 
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or judgement of our Reformers, we know no evidence of it, 


(Sas. 180 


perſonæ, may be more than private, ratione medii. The other, 


which being obſerved, will anſwer diverſe of th following de. 
mands, That the articles of Pcarth, and of Epiſcopall govern- 


ment, e declared to be abjured, as points of Poperie,or as Po- 
oy novations: whereas the words of the Covenant put a dif- 
feren 


erence betwixt two ſorts of novations.: one i of ſuch as are 
already introduced in the wor ſhip of God, and concerning thoſh, 
wha/teber bethe judgement 2 [ubſcribers, mhich to we 
one is left free, by the words of the Covenant, they are on 

bound to forbear the prafliſe f them, by reaſon of the preſent 
exigence of the Kirk, rill they be tried, and allowed ina free 
Generallaſſembly. The other ſort # of ſuch novations, as are 
particularly ſwpplicated againſt , and complained upon ; as the 
Service book, and Canons, &c. which are abjured, as contai n- 


ang points of Poperie. And this we avonch, from our certain 


knowledge , to be the true meaning of the controverted words of 


the Covenant. And therefore hamblie intreat , That no man 


any more, upon this ſcruple, with-hold his teſtimony, 


Rel v. 


S or the firft of theſe rwo miſtakings : If you have hot 
1 out that interpretation of the negative confeſſion 


judicially, but only have made knows your own meaning, ac- 


cording to the minde of the Reformers, as you alledge ; 
then, firſt, your interpretation hath no obligatory power over 
others; and conſequently you ought not to obtrude your au- 


terpretarion upon us, more than we do our interpretation 


thereof upon you. Neither ought any man to be moleſted, 


or threatned , for not receiving your interpretation ; chieſſy 


ſeeing all who are of your confederation have fo ſolemnly 
vowed, and promiſed, to be good examples to others of all 


which you owe to God and man. Secondly*; As for the m 


having publick authority to oblige pe ye — . 


„ „ / ͥ / 


| pct, a it was efpabliſbed ard profeſſed before the foreſaid noua- 


fore the negative confeſrion was penbed: 


no warrant or ground of ſuch interpretation as you bring. 
Thirdly » The interpretation of the polch, confeſaion, ſet 


down in your covenant, as it is not publick, ratione penſona, 
ſo alſo not ratione medii : for it hath no warrant, for ought 
we could ever perceive, either from the word of God, or 
from the teſtimony of the ancient Church, or from the con- 
ſent of other reformed Churches, or from our ation con- 


-Feſrion, regiſtrated in Parliament. As for the ſecond miſta- 


king, or mi- interpretation of the words of the late cue, 
fir(t, we marvell, that a general Covenant appointed to be 
ſubſcribed by all, learned and unlearned, ſhould have been 


et dovyn by you in ſuch ambiguous termes, For, truly , all 


men here, even the moſt judicious, do ſo take your words, 
as if the articles of Pearih were in them abjured.2.We have 
again more attentively examined the words of the /ate Co- 
vezant, and do evidently perceive by them, That in the faid 
Covenant, the articles of Pearth, and Epiſcopacie , are con- 
demned, and abjured, as erroneous, and damuable corrupti- 


ons. For where you profe(ſ', and before God, avd bis ungetr; 


and the world, ſolemnly declare, That you ſhall labour, by all 


means lam full, to recover the libertie , and puritie of the G 


tions; We ask you, What is r eee to 
which your words have reference, when you promiſe to 
labour, to recover the puritie and liberty of the Goſpel , as 
it was, profeſſed and eſtabliſhed before the fureſad novari- 
ons d It you mcan that period of time, when the Service 
book, and Book of canons were urged upon you; to wit, the 
laſt year by-paſt in Summer; then you acknowledge , That 
all chat time you enjoyed the pritie and libermir of the Goſ- 
pel; and conſequently , That you yet enjoy it; for no new 
thing hath ſince that time been publickly received, and _ 
Riſed in this Church. If you mean (as undonbtedly we think 
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and therefore they are alſo abjured in this your late Cove- 
oreſaid national oath, as you call it, and ſubſcription , undio- 


- fable, The ſecond propoſition alſo cannot be denied * you: 1 


thoſe — not to be abjured in that oath made Anno 15 81. 


it. And therefore, ſeeing you who require this c of us, 


ng in of Eyiſtopari⸗ 
| Fedde e 


c 


cie and the acts of novations: for the re- 
moving whereof J, you , according to. your 
power: and conſe quently do diſ- allow and condemne them, 


even before they be tried in a free aſſembly , and before they 


be heard who maintain and e them as lawfull. 3. We 
is, 


may evidently demonſtrate t argumento ad hominem , as 
we fay in the ſchools: For, thote rires and ceremonies, 


which are abjured in the negative confeſſion,are allo abjured 


in your late Covenant; which, as you ſay, is all one withthe 
negative confeſſion, or with the Covenant made 1581. But 
the vitet and ceremonies which were concluded in Pearth 
aſſembly, are abjured, as you ſay, in the Covenant made 5 81. 


nant. The firſt 0 ger is evident: For in your late {ove- 
nant , ſpeaking of the oath-contained in that old Covenant, 
which was made Arno 15 81. you profeſſe, That the preſent 
and ſucceeding generations in this land, are bound to keep the 


For, theſe twenty years by- paſt, you have accuſed thoſe | *#* 
who conformed themſelves to the ordinances of Pearth;of | 5 
perjurie; and that becauſe they had violated the oath made | © 
Anno 1581, in the which thoſe articles (as you alledge ) | 2 


were abjured. But perhaps you willfay to us, That we think 


t 

and therefore we may ſwear, and ſubſeribe your late Cove- 2 
naur; and, notwithſtanding of our oath and ſubſeription, be | b 
tied only to the forbearance of the practiſe of Pearth arti- 
cles for a time. We anſwer, firſt: The words of an oath 
ſhould be clear, and plain: or, if they be any wayes ambi- 
the true ſenſe of them ſhould be ſo declared, and ma- 
nifeſted, that all may know it. 2 Av'oath is to be given, ac- 
cording to the minde and judgement of him that requireth 


think the rites or ceremonies concluded at Pearth to be 
abjured 


>» Hs ⁵— 


r „ 


* 


further ſhall be urge 


wit, The E , and abſtinence , for a time, 


abjured in that 0arh made Anno 81 how can we I 


ſubſer ibe your Covenant, which renelverh tlie 


and. 
Dreiate f 


| : 3 og q oath, . 
and bindeth us to it? 3. If we ſhould fwear,and ſubſcribe the 
negative confeſſion, as it is included in your covenant;then ye, 
Who think the arricles of Pearth to be abjured, and condem- 


| ned in the negative confeſſion, will think us tied, by Our © wn 


perſonal oath, to condemne the articles of Pearth. 4Secing this 
covenant was pened by you, who have hitherto not conform - 
ed your (elves to Pearth aſſembly. & have oppoſed Epiſcopa- 
cie, and ſeeing you all condemn Epiſcopacie, as if it were that 
Popiſh , or wicked Hierarchie, mentioned in the negative con- 


 feſſionasallo eſteem the things concluded in Pearth aſſembly, 


to besdelatrous, or ſuperſtitious; how can we think, that you 
in your ſolemne vow made to God, for reformation of this 
Chwurch,andreſiſting,in times to come, the novations and core 
r4ptions of it, have paſſed by theſe tHings, which are the only 


_ 20vations already introduced by authority, and from which, 


as you affirm, the Church hath ſo great need to 'be purges 
chiefly, ſeeing ye think them as popsſh, ſuperſtitions , and ido- 
latrous, as ye do theſe other novations, which are not as yet 
introduced. If in all your (#pplications,plaints, and 2 
tions, ye have only ſought the removing and di/charging ol the 
Service book, Book of canons, and the new high commiſſion, not 
complaining of any other novations ; and ſeeing his Majeſtic 


| hath diſcharged the firſt two, and hath promiſed to rectiſie 


the third, or laſt of them; Then, what reaſon have ye-tothink, 
that his. Majeſtie hath not ſatis fied your ſupplicationtꝰ For, 
all the nov ations, upon which you complained, are removed 
by his Majeſtie, and ze have his princely promiſe, Thatno 

d upon us, but by ſuch a fair and legall 
way, as. may. ſatisfie all his ſubjects. 6. As for that which 
your Covenant, by your own confeſſion, requireth - us, 7 

om t 


practiſing the articles of Pearth; We profeſſe ſincerely, and in 

the ſight of God, That our conſcience will not ſuffer us to 

ſubſcribe that part of your Covenant; and that becauſe laws 

being ſtanding for them , and our lawtull ſuperiours requi- 
| Hi " 


ring 


= Ws, - N 92 4 * Y 
. _ „ h 2 . r n , Pain * R 
* a * 5 4 \ 8 * 4 W 8 * i WS hs I” rn : © PING th NY 5; 9 * R Ao 1 * my % i WOE * . 3 Je Y dT BEA * 
. G . 5 2 1 3 7 7 5 9 Ys ah: a ION N. 2 N 
9 bas wy * . 0 * 
1 « 1 oy 5 5 8 bo * : bY 
. 4 4 Po 7 
% A * ly 5 * 71 CEL 
* 4 * 5 4 o 
Co 
4 1 , * 
4 * - 4 > A 4 0 
A 0 16 | 
* In 3 we: 5 
* : 0 7 
. 1 
— 


= 


2— 


| OUS ot = | = 
* pes iäng them, tofwear 
—— —.— is to ſwear diſobedience — 7 ö 
— %y, 7. How can we, with a good Conſci- 
, abſtaine preſcntly from private bapriſme, and private 


communion , being — — — ſick perſons, and 
thoſe parents whoſe children — — the 


reh commodiouſiy with their lives ; ſeei z we think it 
a thing very unlawtull, in ſuch caſes, to to admini- 
ſtrate — in private houſes?ꝰ Not that we think, 
that God hath tyed himlſe!f, or his grace, to the Sacraments; 
but becauſe he hath tyed us untothem, by his præcept: and, 
not to uſe the means appointed by God,when our people,or 
their children ſtand in need of them, is a contempt of the 
means, and a -— Irie God. 


Tov D=z ua xo. 
Vie or no we can ſincerely , and with a good 
iphone oor + ſubſcribe the negative confeſſion, as it 

by the contrivers or authors 

——— che late — ſeeing i it maketh a perpetuall law con- 
cerning the externall rites of the Church , which God hath 


not made, as if theſe rites were uncha e ? And how 


1 {wear the poſitive confeſſion, and the ne- 
thas mrerprered, can eſchew contradiQion ; ſeeing 


fitive confeſſtorr, Chap. 21. evidently deelareth, That 
rites are changeable, according to the exigenc ie of 
time; and conſequentiy, chat no pet petuall law may or 
ought to be Wade ov them # Likewiſe we would 
know how it ean ſhand with truth to abjure all theſe rites, 
as Pepi, which are uſed in the Church, without divine 
inſtitution, in Gods word; ſeeing even theſe 
who urge the Covenant, practiſe ſome eeremonies which 
are not mentioned in Gods word; eee 
ri 


and communion, not to be indifferent , but alſo 


TENG deten 
tiſme, which are not meer circumſtances, as they ule 
diſtinguuſd , but allo Ceremonies, properlic ſo at, 


"ANSWER. | 


He late Covenant makerh not a per amen 
the externall rites of the kirke, a. 27 they Were unc hange- 
able: but, as we have ſaid before, only binde th us, for @ time, 


to forbear the practiſe of innovations already introduced, and 


doth not determine whether they 'ought to be changed, or nor. 
2. According to this true interpretation, all appearance of con- 
tradiction betwixt the confeilion of faith inſert in the att of 
Parliament, and the latter confeſsion, is reſhoved,, beſide that 
the arcicle 21. of the confeſſion of faith, giveth power to the 
Kirke, in matters of external policie, avd —— of the worſhip 
of God, is expoundedin the firſt booke e —— ee 
Hin berween things neceſſary to be obſerved in — X 2 : 
2 hingt variable in particular congregations, 3 We dec 
again, T hat the Covenant doth not ee earth — 
Popsfs, and thinkgth nor time now to diſpute of ſignificant cero- 
moniert, or other holy rites , and whether the two particulars 
named be ceremonies , or not: — * confeſſion conde- 
ſcended upon on both ſides, abjurers rFeres dere are a 


wirhoue the word of God. 


RevLiy.. 

rhWe have already told you, That we cannot ſubſcribe 
* r oath of forbearance of the practile of the articles al- 
ready pure ary without violation of authority, and of 


wronging our own conſciences, who think privare baptiſene 
in 


ſome caſes; not indeed, neceſſitate wedis, as if Gods 
were e ted to the externall means , but, as W 
C 2 wal 


* . COTE 


(Pa 6:18.) = 
ſchools, neceſſitate pracepti, becanſe we are commanded to 
uſe theſe means.2 This late Covenant leadeth and bindeth us 
to the old Covenant , made 1581. and that / Covenant 
bindeth us 3 to that diſcipline which was then; 
that is, (as ye a edge ) to the whole policie of the Church, 
4 comprehending all the externall riter of it: and ſo, 4 primo 
3 ad ultimum, this late Covenant bindeth us to the whole po- 
| licie of the Church, which was then; and conſequently 
i*| maleth a perpetuall law, concerning externall rites of the 
1 Church, as if they were unchangeable. All parts of this ar- 
| gument are ſure : For by your late Covenant, you profeſſe 
| yourſelves bound, to keep the foreſaid national oath (as you 
call it) inviolable : And that oath, or Covenant, bindeth us, 
to continue in the obedience not only of the doctrine, but alſo 
of the diſcipline of this Kirke, Where by the diſcipline of the 
Kirke , ye underſtand (as ye have in all your writings pro- 
| feſſed, eſpecially of late, in your booke entituled , A diſpute 
| againſt the Engliſh Popiſb ceremonies. Part. . C hap. S. Sect. 6.) 

e Whole externall policie of the Church, as it was at 
| that time; to wit, Anno 15 81. Lea, you confeſſe, That no 
11 other thing can be underſtood by the diſcipline of the Kirke, 
8 but that which we have ſaid already; and conſequently we 
' ſhall be tyed by that 6ath which you require of us, to admit 
7 and pra ⁊iſe no other rites and ceremonies, but ſuch as were 
| | then received in out Church, We can no wayes paſſe by this, 
I | ſeeing ever ſince the aſſembly of Pearth, in your publick,ſer- 
| | mons, and printed books , ye have moſt vehemently accuſed 
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| | us of perjurie, as violating the oath, or Covenant, made An- 
£8 no 1581. and that in reſpect we have admitted into the 
1 Church, ſome rites, or ceremonies, which were not in it the 
| foreſaid year of God. Is not this to makea perperuall law, 
| concerning the externall ries of the Chutch,as if they were 
1 unchangeable, and to abjure the practiſe of all rites intro- 
1 duced in the Church ſince that time; and conſequently the 
| | actiſe of the articles of Pea/th, and that not for a time on- 
1 yr but for ever ? 3. Seeing the negative confeſſion, according 
1 to your minde, and concept ion of it, maketh the whole = 
| ö . cer nal 


as LV © VF r 


YN wu 


unchangeable: and on the contrary, the confeſcion inſert into 


the acts of Parliament, declareth, That the rites belonging 
to the externall policie of the Church, are changeable; how 
can you eſcape a contradiction, if ye receive both theſe con- 


feſs10ns? 4. Whereas by that diſtinction mentioned in your 
«»/wer , of things neceſſary to be obſerved, and of things va- 
riable in particular congregations , ye inſinuate that by the 
keeping of the diſcipline of the kirke as it was then, to which 


we are bound in the o Covenant, ye underſtand the obſer- 


vation of thoſe things which are neceſſary to be obſerved in 
every kirke, and not of We variable in particulat congre- 
gations: We ask, Into which of the members of this diſlin- 
ion ye refer Epiſcopacie, and the articles of Pearth? That is, 


Whether they moſt nece ſſarily be omitted in all Churches, 


and at all times, or not? If ye ſay, that they muſt be neceſſarily 
omitted, and that the negative confeſcion, confirmed with an 
eath, doth tye us to the omiſſion of them; then both ye 
would make us to ſwear, and ſubſcribe. againſt our conſei- 
ences, (for we are perſwaded, That theſe things are lawfull) 
as alſo ye would make us to abjure Fpiſcopacie, and the arti» 
cles of Peartb, in perpetuum; which is flatly contrary to your 
declaration in your anſwer s,1.5 . &c. If you ſay on the other 
part, That we are not tyed by the negative confeſſion , to the 
omiſſion of theſe things; then, why have ye, in all your 
writings hn us, exprobrate to us, perjurie, in violati 
of the oath contained in the negative confeſſion? 5. We 
would gladly have known your minde, concerning the law- 
fulneſſe of ſuch rites as are not of divine inſtitution, expreſ- 
ſed in Gods word. For we ingenuouſly profeſſe, That none 
of your anſwers (which hitherto we have ſeen) to the in- 


ſtances , or examples brought by us in our fift Demand of 


rites uſed by your ſelves, in your Churches, as lawfull, with- 
out divine inſtitution, (ta which we could adde many mo) 
do give us any ſatisfa tion: nor yet, as we think, can ive 
ſatisfact ion to any indifferent man. As for example; Is bteſ- 


Ang of marriages a meer circumſtance ? Whocan be fo im- 


WEIS $a 1 Ie 
ternall policie of the Church, as it was Anno 1581. to be 1 


R * 9 EO n 


2 (P x'0. 20.) "> 
pudent z 49 to ſo ? Or, if it be a ceremonie, what præcept 
racti Ne o in Gods whole word? If it be al- 
ad, That we have a warrant from that Hleſcing pro- 
nounced, Gen. 1. 28, upon man and woman, after their cre- 
ation; we ask, By what conſcquence can that ſelemnity of 
bleſring of marriages uſed in our Churches, with all the cere- 
amonzes of it, be drawn from that effectuall and operative 
14 | bleſiing of our ſirſt parents, or rather of whole mankinde? 
; j Is there here an inſtitutian of a perpetuall obſervance, or rite, 
7 to be uſed in the Church, more than in the 22. ve-/e of the 
F ſame chapter, when God bleſſed the fowls , and fiſhes, and 
A ſaid, Be frxitful, and multiplie, and fill the waters in the ſeas? 
1 &c. If again it be anſwered , That paſtorall benedittion , is 
mentioned in ſcripture , firſt , What is that to b/eſ75ng of 
marriages ? And ſecondly, Why are not all other pacfions, as 
well as ages, bleſſed in the Church; chiefly, ſeeing ma- 
trimoni all bleſsing hath been, and is, abuſed in the Remane 
Church, which holdeth, That marriage is a ſacrament; and 
conſequently, matrimonial benediction ought , as it would 
ſeem, to be ſecluded from the Church, rather than other 
bleſrings ? * | 
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. Hether or no it be fit to ſubſcribe ſuch an interpre- 
| ; NW as in matters ot law fulneſſe, and unlawful- 
neſſe; and conſequently in matters of faith, contradicteth 
the judgement of ſo many Divines, moſt famous, of the re- 
formed Church, both ancient and modern, (who did, and 
do hold, that theſe rites and ordinances brought into this 
1 Church by the aſſembly of Pearth, are in their own nature 
1 flawfull, and ſuch as ought not to make a ſtir in the 
ug Church of God) and alſo condemneth the venerable pra- 
78 Qile of the ancient Church, and the moſt eminent 
lights of it, even in thoſe pureſt times, unto which we 


appeal againſt the Papiſts , in our diſputes, 


ANSWER, 
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would in this caſe deny the exptavence of 1 22 e 


nothing at this time is required. 


< 7 Our ſilence, in not anſwering that which we affirmed, 


1 concerning he judgement of Divines, antient and mo- 
derne, of the rctormed Church, anent the lawfulnefle of the 
rites and ordinances, Which were received in our Church, 
by the ordinance of the aſſembiy of Pearth;; as alſo concer- 
ning the judgement and pra&ife of the ancient Church; 
doth make us think , that ye Eg the truth of that 
which we affirmed there, 2 We have already ſhown, That 
the oath which ye require of us, importeth more than the 
forbearance of the prattiſe of Pearth articles, for a time. 3 The 
forbearance of ſome of them, ſeemerh to us, to be meerly 


unlawfull, and contrarie to that pafforall duety we owe to 


our flock. 4 The forbearance of any of them, con ſidered 
with a relation to the authority enjoyning them, in our 


Judgement, is. plain fab , 
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Tue VII. DEMAND. 
Hether it be grecable to charity or piety, 
VN ane hy to abjare theſe rites , Ml a n 


the ſincerity of our hearts, following 
ſcience , (whereof we take God to witneſſe) we have hi- 
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io! of our con- 
therto 


fame lig 


on 

deſired earneſtly to enjoy the freedome of their conſciences 
in their Miniſtcry, cven in denying obedience to theſe 
things, an ing laws for them; and when they were 


(PA. 22.) 


gs , as lawfaull, and laudably following the 
be required of us by any; Q#erirur , Whether or no it be- 


commeth them ſo peremptorily, and upon ſuch a ſuddenty, 


us to this, who by-gone twenty years, have 


urged to obedience, did ſo often proteſt, and earneſtly re- 
queſt , That they might have a time, to be well enformed, 
and maturely adviſed of the matter, which to the moſt part 


of them was moſt graciouſly granted? Let them, there- 


fore, look to that naturall Maxime, ©xod tibi fieri non vis, 
alteri ne feceris : and to our Saviours precept of the ſame 
ſenſe, and almoſt of the ſame words, Mat. 7. verſ. 1 2. 


ANSWER. 


_ Y millprejudge the liberty of no mans conſcience, 


iir 


11 would much prejudge our conſciences, to ſwear and 


ſubſcribe the negative confeſſion , taking it according to 
your conception and meaning, who require our oath. 


2. How can we ſwear, to labour, by all means lawfull (as 


ye require in your covenant) to expell thoſe things, where- 
of we hold ſome to be neceſſary, and all the reſt , to bo 


lawfull, and laudable? 


. * 


THE 


, do yet praiſe them? But ſuppoſe this might 


E hope , that ſuch a forbearance of the praBliſe ; 
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TRE VIII. Demano. 
. it be fitting to ſwear 8 defend the ki 
Perſon and Authoritie, with this limitation, 
the defence and preſervation of the true Religion, laws , and li- 


berties of this Kingdome ? As if their perſons ought not to 
be defended againſt all enemies, although as yet they ems» 


| braced not the truth: or having before embraced it; yet have 


fallen from it;or as if their royall Authoritie were not to be 
acknowledged,although commanding things unlawfull;and 
as if we were not ſubje& thereto, in yeelding toſufter uns 
der them, when we give not active obedience to them? 


ANSWER. 


I, He anſwer of the firſt Demand, may give ſuti a- 
T here. 2. The Specification of the defending 
the Kings Perſon and Autharitie, in the defence of the true 
religion , laws , and liberties of the Kingdome , is warranted 


| by the Confeſſion ratified in Parliament, by other acts of Par- 


liament, by the other Conteſſion , and by the generall band 
joyned with it. 3. No man will with-hold his Subſcription 
from the Covenant, becauſe it doth not, as it intendeth not, 
to expreſſe everie duetie we owe to the Kings Majeſtie, as if 
the not naming, were a denying of the duetie. | 


REPIL I. 


Demand, we have examined, in our confutation of 
your Anſwer. 2. If ye conſider well all the circumſtances 
— * | 


VV Hat ye have replyed in your Anſwer to our firſt 


_ 
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mn 


( Pao. 24.) 
ofthe making of your Covenant, ye will finde that it had 
not been amiſſe, at this time, to have expreſſed more fully 
the loyaltie of your intentions, to maintain the Kings per- 
ſon, and honour. Next, it is neceſſary to expreſſe it yet 
more fully, for our cauſe, whom ye require to ſwear and 
ſubſcribe your Covenant; leſt we do any thing, in this 
matter, with a doubting conſcience,( which is a grievous 


2 that is, Doubt ing whether or no we are tyed by our 
oat 


to maintain the Kings authoritie, only in ſo far, as it is 
employed in the defence of the foreſaid true Religion; 
or, at leaſt , as it is not employed againſt it, For it ſeemeth 
to us unlawfull, to ſwear the maintenance of the Kings au- 
thoririe, with this limitation preciſely. And if ye be of a 


contrarie minde , we are moſt willing to conferre with you 


of this point, 


Txt IX. Deman p. 
Hether or no we can ſincerely ſwear to maintain 
V V the Authoritie , truely and properly monarchicall 
of the King; and withall ſwear alſo diſobedience to theſe 
articles, which are authorized by his ſtanding laws, and to 
maintain the meaneſt of his ſubjects againſt him, in their 
diſobedience of his laws, as yet ſtanding in vigour coneer- 


ning theſe things. 


— 


1 


ANSW ER. 


1 T He anſwer to the firſt Demand, is uſefull here alſo, 

2, Forbearance of practiſe, for a time, in ſuch 4 
84ſt, # rather obedience , than diſobedience : for example, 
Kneeling was thowght condeniem, becanſe all memorie of ſuper- 
ſition was paſt; ſhould it not therefore be forborn, becauſe 
ſuperſtition , i | now . revived, and flagrant? They who 
praQtiſe, keep the letter of the law: but they who forbear , keep 
whe life and reaſon thereof. 1 
EP LI. 


Our Covenant requireth more of us, then the forbear-« 
3; ns of the practiſe of Pearth articles, as we have often 
times declared. 2 We have alſo ſhown , That the forbear- 
ance of obedience to ſtanding laws, without licence of Supe- 
riours , and contrarie to their commandment , eſpecially it 
it be done by deliberation , and if men tye themſelves, by 
an oath , to do ſo, is manifeſt diſobedience, 3. The article 
of Pearth, anent kneeling , was not grounded only, nor yet 
principally,upon that narrative which ye mention; but ra- 
ther upon the conveniencie and decencie of the geſture of 
kneeling, in the receiving of the holy Sacrament : which 
reaſon doth yet continne ; as alſo the other reaſon which 
yemention, holdeth yer : for the body of the people of this 
Church were never papi/ts ; and conſequently , have no 
memorie of popiſb ſuperſtition , as thoſe who lived in time 
of reformation, 4, We cannot ſee, nor conceive, how a 
vow and band of maintaining the meaneſt ſubje& of this 
Kingdome, againſt all perſons whatſoever;and conſequently, 
againſt the King himſelf, as we have ſhown in our ſecond 
Reply, in diſobedience of his laws, can conſiſt with that 
love, reverence, and ſubjection, which we owe to ung 
Neither have ye brought any thing in your Anſwer, to ſatii- 
ſie us in this point. And, becauſe ye alledge, as we hear, 
that ye are miſtaken in this point, and do vindicate your 
ſelves, by thoſe words of the Covenant, wherein ye pro- 
miſe to maintain the ns authoritie ; we pray you to ex- 
preſſe your minde more fully, concerning it; and to ſhow 


us, 1. What ye mean by maintaining the Kings authoritie, in 
that part of your Covenant, wherein ye expreſſe your loy- 
all intention , To maintain the Kings perſon, and. authoritie; 
and in ſpeciall, Whether or no the maintaining of the Kings 
authoritie , be taken by you, as it excludeth all reſiſting of 
his Authoritie, by force of armes, even although he ſhould 

WA. command 


n amiſſe, dente fed more ul 
| intention, to maintain the Kings 


hom ye require to fear and 


#7 yy do any thing, in this 
conſcience, (' which is 2g Tievous 


| a, tes eee ere coy ar, ne, | 

to — wfull, to ſwear the maintenance of the Kings au- 
thoritie, with this limitation preciſely, And it ye be of a 
contrarie ee you 
n point, 


* 


| TAE D&.Demanvy. 
Hether or no we can ſincerely ſwear co mainta ii 


VV ihe Authoritie, truely and properly n:onarchicall 
of the Rog withall ſwear alſo ilbedic cet to theſe 
articles, which are anthorized by his ſanding, |: laws, and to 
maintain the meaneſt of his lub zecke againſt nim, in their 
diſobedience of his laws, as yet ſtanding in vigour coneer- 


ning __ things. 
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ti 3 Tons to the firſt Demand, i ful here alſo. 
| 2, Forbearance of — for 4 time , in ROE a 
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it be done by deliberation , and if men tye the 


<7 Our Covenant 
1 one the pr 


iſe of Pearth articles, as we have often 


times declared. 2 We have alſo own, That the forbear- 


ance of obedience to ſtanding laws, without licence of Supe- 
riours, and contrarie to their commandmen . 5 ciall 
| 7 

an oath , to do ſo, is manifeſt diſebedience, 3. The article 
of Pearth, anentkneeling , was not grounded only , nor ye 
-Principally,upon that narrative which ye mention; but ra 
ther upon the.conveniencie and decencie of the geſture of 
kneeling, in the receiving of the holy Sqcrament : which 
reaſon doth yet continue; as alſo the other reaſon which 
ye mention, holdeth yer : for the body of the people of this 
Church were never papiſte; and conſequently , have no 
memorie of popi/s ſuperſtition , as thoſe who lived in time 
reformation. 4. We cernot ſee, nor conceive , how a 


vom ànd band of maintaining the meaneſt ſubject of this 


prefſe your minde 5=4 "bg S it; and to ſhow 


and in ſpeciall, Whether or no the n ining ot the K 
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command things unlawfull and contrarie to the truth? For ſo 
we think it ſhould be taken: and that it ſhould be ſo taken, 
we are readie to demonſtrate. Neither can we ſwear it in 
any other ſenſe. 2, Whether your promiſe of mutual 
aining the true Religion, 


„ on the 


| "* as 3 the 
— . the 
one which we mentioned in our Reply to your ſecond A- 
ſwer : to wit, That the words of your Proteftation ſeem to 
import more; and, that your P«:on, or Covenant , is made 
without the Kings privitie, and conſent. If yc ſay, that it 
is to be underſtood the ſecond wayzthen we continue urging 


our forelaid Demand: to wit, How a man can maintain the 
Kings authoritie , and withall maintain the. meaneſt of his 
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0 can they free mbl 
— 1 and the articles of Pearth ; or elle $ 
give their judgement, withaut" ice, concerning 
them who have already promiſed, ſworn, and vowed, 
firſt, To A to the Ahſcipliue Fol Nie: rhat is, 
faccord!1 our in to the whole exvernall 
policie of the 0 urch, as it was 1581. 2, Tofabour, by all 


means lamfull, to remove, 2 of theſe rites and o. 
dinances ,which have come inte 
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once delivered 
his epiſtle. 


ANSWER. 
8 Ince no other mean could be found ſo eſfectuall, for holding 


out of Poperie, and forbearing of dangerous novations in 


religion, ſuch as the Service booke , and Canons, which as yet 


| are only diſcharged, till in a fair and legall way they may be iu- 
© 18 troduced ; and are by no word of the reibe diſal- 
14 lowed: although the Service book, by the Proclamation, Fe- 


bruary 19. be highly praiſed, as ſerving to edification , and to 
. beat Xl all Cen : and nathing in this application i ab- 
"| jured,; but what was abjuredin the former ; why ſhall we for- 

1 bear to uſe a mean ſo jeſt, and ſo powerfull, for the preſervati- 


en of the purity of religion ? gre 


1 e 


| ding to the [in 
againſt Ramiſb errors, which can be expel 


—— traduce us, as p of Poperie. 2. We have 


| forces of all the ſubjects of this — to wit, Diligent preach- 


them, either by their own i 
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which,all who know and jy dge unpa rel. 
be due to us. It is ſufficient know. 
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diſputing and Wales, againſt Poe 21 e there et- 7 N 


rours in our pulpits, in leading * 


zealons Profeſſors of the Truth, If ye , or any « 
reverent brethren, doubt of the ſinceritie ges 
then * us mins, any Article controverte 
ſhall be moſt readie to declare our minde concerning it bet 
I 2 men, and give a ſuffic ĩent proof to the world, that we 
ied as narrowly into the myſteries of Romiſh erronre, 
futation of them, as any of choſe who impiouſly, and 


other means more effectually, and lawfull, (wheras we think 
this your mean S 1) for holding out of Poperde : 


and in which we ought to e in all the pro- 


miſes and vows of men; yea, alſo, more than in all the anitad 


ing, and — of the word, frequent prayer to God, 
humbling of our ſelves before him, amendement of our lives 
and 1 and arming our ſelves againſt our adver- 
faries,by diligentſearching of the Seriptures, and ui 
n we may increaſe in l che know 
the truth, and in abili 1 ect ro efend i it 
it. 3. The ſubje&s of ome, at leaſt a great part 
elination, or by the perſwaſic 
of others, have ſuch an hard; conceit of the Service book, 
and Canons, that if his Ma jeſty ule a fair and ll way of 
bringing them into this Church, eſpecially ſuch « way as 
may give ſatisſaction to all his ſubje $, in all appearance , 
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there are'many other wayes , whereby peo 
and Aer Which they 
conceive to be Pops. If it be a ſin in parents to provo e 
their children 8 much more is it a fin in children 
to provoke their parents; eſpecially Patrem Patrie, t 


of Gods houſe from the pollution of worſhip * gerh to 
thoſe who are cloathed with lawfull 5 . We not 
only asked of you, Whether or noe . allow the e. 
naget towards our brethren of the H rie, menth 
oned in our Demand?” but alſo ſuppoſit nota 
low them, we bed, How is it that thoſe ry — miſe 


carriages, are not publickly by you condemned, and rebuked? : 


W hy are the «fours of them not tryed, and cenſured ? And 
why do ye not give ſome publick document to the world 
your averſation of ſuch mi/carriages?chiefly,(ceing they are 
as we have ſhown, a manifeſt tranſgreſſionof the ſut com- 
mandment. We cannot ſufficiently marvell , that ye have 

up your mindes in this matter, and not 2 to 


ſo important. ES 1 Demand, . — 


„ &c. if ye meow t 
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Copies thereof; and hath alrcadie done that, for removing 
F that offence: which, we hope, ſhall give full ſatisfacti- 


* 


SS 
= 
— — — 


Tu XIII. Dru Axb. 


. Lou can we ſubſcribe that Covenant, without incur- 
- a. ting many grievous ſcandals; as firſt, the ſcandall of 4 /- 
1 ſenting from other Reformed churches, and famous Divines, 
| the chief inſtruments of the Reformation of the Church 
| in Europe, who did hold theſe rites which are abjured in 
_ this late Covenant, as meerly unlawfull, popiſh., and idola- 
1 trous, to be in their own nature, lawfull, Secondly, the ſcan- 
dall of diſſentiug from antiquitie, and vilipending it altoge- 
ther in matters of the externall Policie of the Church;which 
we know, and have found by frequent experience, to be a 
thing that maketh many Papiſts more averſe from our pro- 
| feſſi on, than other wayes they would be. Thirdly , the ſcan- 
I; dall of perjurie, which ſome of us cannot eſcape, who did 
$i ſwear obedience to the articles of Pearth, and to our Ordi- 


OE 


| it naric, at our admiſſion to the Miniſterie. 


|| ANSWER. 
| if Hat three-fold ſcandal ceaſeth upon the right interpre- 
1 1 tation of the clauſe of the forbearance of the novati- 
| — ons alreadie introduced. 
Ii dt 6 4 


Ik have ſhown your inte#pretarion of the elanſe of 
VX forbearance , not to be right, and have refuted it; 
wwe chin, oy the very words of your Covenant ; ſo that none 


of 


. 1 wa 


of cheſs three ſcandals can be elchewed byus; if we ſub= 
ſcribe to your foreſaid Covenant. 2. Suppoſe the other Wo 


DW be eſchewed by that interpretation of the clauſe of 
forbearance , yet the third cannot be eſchewed, fering at 
our admiſſion we have ſworn obedience to the articles of 
Pearth , and to our Ordinarie : Wherefore, ye maſt either 
prove the Articles of Pearth, and Epiſcopacie, to be unlaww- 
fall, or elſe , we cannot, without violation of our «th, 
made at our admi/ion, forbear the practiſe of the foreſaid 


Articles, againſt the will of our Ordinarie, and other our 


lawfull Superionrs. 
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£79 ag HE XIII. Demanop... 


AFﬀ of al; We pray theſe reverend and worthy bre- 
thren , to conſider impartially , and char itably, ſee- 
ing we have all theſe ſcruples in out mindes concerning 
their Covenant, as alſo ſeeing we are yet moſt confident, 
and aſſured of the lawfulneſſe of the articles of Pearth, to- 
gether with the lawfulneſle and venerable antiquity of Epiſ- 


7. ——— 


copall government, how. we can, with a ſafe conſcience, 


give our conſent that they ſhould, preach in our pulpits ,. 


who come profeſſedly to withdraw our. people from that 


which we in the inmoſt thoughts of our fouls do embrace 
as lawfull;: and from that obedience which they do owe to 
their gracious and pious Soveraigne therein; whoſe laſt 
Proclamation: hath given full ſatisfacti on to us all, and 
much re joyced our hearts, in reſpect he hath therein moſt 
ſolemnly, and by his oath declared, not only his ſincerity 
in profeſſing the truth, but alſo his pious reſolution, to 
continue therein, and maintain it conſtantly to his lives 
end, moſt graciouſly and wiſely removing theſe things 
which have occaſioned the late perturbation of our Church, 


\ 


We wiſh" them likewiſe, to conſider, how they can 
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require 


= „ cr or gr te. HS. ef vous dl 


laft of all, Toſeek 


go up to their pulpits, and condemne their doctrine, 
— 4 and withdraw their people from that 


th been before recommended unto them as truth. 


We conclude: Exhorting earneſtly , entreating lovingly, 
and charging modeſtly , theſe, and all others , our reverend 
brethren , before God, and the Lord peſus Chriſt, who 
ſhall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing in his 
kingdome, if there be any conſolation in Chriſt , if any 
comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any 
bowels of mercies, to look narrowly to their own conſci- 
ences , in theſe weighty matters; remembring that of Je- 


| remie, The heart is deceitfull above all things , and deſperate- 


ly wicked , who can know it > To judge charitably of us their 
rethren ; remembring that of our Saviour, pudge not. 
that ye be not judged: To deal with us in love and meeknefle, 
(it ſo 1 think us to have gone aſtray from the truth; 
Which, God knoweth, we no wayes do perceive) re- 
membring that of S. Paul, If a man be overtaken in a fault, 
ye that are ſpiritual , reſtore ſuch an one with the ſpirit of 
meekneſſe : as alſo that of S. James, The wiſedome that is 
From above , is firſt pure, then peaceable j gentle, and eqſie 
ro be entreated ; full of mercy , and good fruits, &c. And 
( peace, and ſo to follow after it; that 
this our dear native countrey be not expoſed to a dangerous 
warfare, and to all the wofull conſequents thereof; of 


which our hearts cannot think , without trembling and 
horrour, * 


© ANSWER. 


No 2ehhu in the interpretation of the Covenant, againſt 
the lamfulneſſe of Pearth articles, and of KI Ira N 

government, 2 We never intended to draw the meaneſi of the | 

Ce Ia ſubjetts, 
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Fuly +1, M ALEXANDER HENDERSON, 


1638. Miniſter at Lenchars. 
M DAVID DICKSON, 
Miniſter at Irwing, | 
Mi ANDREW SANT. 
Miniſter at Pegſiigo. 5 


Woo ; 


Here is too much, as we think, in your Covenant againſt 
the lawfulnes of Pearth articles,2 Your band of mutual 
defence, againſt all perſons whatſoever , may draw ſubjects, 
perhaps, to take armes againſt their King, (which God a- 
vert) and conſequently from that loyalty of obedieure, which 
they owe to their Soveraigne, and ours; except ye declare, | 
and explain your ſelves better, than ye have hitherto done. i 
3. What the moſt honourable Lords of his Majeſties privie 5 
Councel have done concerning the Kings Majeſties laſt | = 
Proclamation, is not ſufficiently known to us, and far leſſe 
upon what grounds and morives they have (as you ſay) re- CE ed 
ſcinded their approbation' of the late Proclamation. 4, His * | 
Ma ye religious and r diſpoſition, hath been to 
3 us — 
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we fight not againſt his 


4 
* 


inge — wonderful ſoe ver irſeem 
to his word: And therefore we 
ting againſt Gods work, fo long as 
. revealed in hs word, That all- 
feei ee that we maintain his truth according 
oth} t of our conſeiences, and are ready to joyn heart 
hand with 5 for the purity and peace of this Church, 
e lawfu — and courſe. as ſincere lovers of truth 
and peace. 
aka now , brethren . before we conclude, again we en- 
treat you, and:all others our dear countrey men, eſpecially 
our reverend brethren of the holy-Miniftery, to judge chari- 
tably of us, and of our procerttings at this time ; and in 
particular, of theſe our Pemandt, and Replyes which, God is 


2 to be Aon oe 


our w itneſſe, neither hatred of any mans perſon, nor love of 


— atin worldly &; but only the con/tienc 
ende nes age le Ade 


"gs wW hich are taken from our due ubjettion 
ligne, and his laws, + i oreſt;and 


—— not to be ſo interpreted, as if we 

dro you, or others, our dear countrey men, 
our moſt gracious King ; or as if onr 

e 2 row lay any ſuch s upon you: For they 


01 y uſef'by us, to ſhow what the words of the Ceve- 
nant to us to i t, and how we conceive of them; 
as alſo, wharmaketh neo wa Conceiveof them. We doubt 
not, reverend brethren , hut yr know, that as we owe to 
Nude your: proceedingsche fayourable judgment of 


charity; ; 


er 


| Judgement of v conſequently , we ought to 
iq „and * a particularly and il y to ot 
( dldecially to thoſe who require our oath and ſub 
and undertake to ſatisfie our conſciences thereanent 
doubts and reaſons which make us unwilling or af 


. 


#35 \t5, 


IOHN FORBES ef C Corſe , "#* EY > I 
Doctor and Profeſſor of V 
Divinity in Aberdene. 


| _ ALBXANDER FRO!!! 
Miniſter at old 2 D. D. . 
WILLIAM LESTEY, . 1 Mitch 

| and Principall of t Kings | hee 
. Colledge, = Aberdene, F198 BY 
ROBERT./BARON.. - ib 4b 


Doctor and Profeſſor of Divinit 
and Miniſter at 


JA- il REY 


Doctor of Divinity, and 1 5 | 
Miniſter at «46 | 


ALEXANDER ROs Sz. 
Doctor of Divinity, and 
UNTVE * 1 | 1 Miniſter at Aberdene, 


FN 
r 


p ay, 
MS I 


* 
1 
* 


